
Fjords and discovery at the fore as P&O Cruises launches its summer 2019 programme

September 4, 2017
P&O Cruises has launched its summer 2019 cruise programme with increased emphasis on appeal to newcomers and
past guests alike. The brochure of almost 180 itineraries to popular destinations features a combination of popular
mainstream itineraries and longer Discovery cruises to lesser known, charming destinations. The key features of the
programme are:
 

Weekly seven-night Norway Fjords on Britannia, Ventura and Azura between April and September
Fortnightly 14-night Western Mediterranean cruises on Britannia, Ventura and Azura between May and October
Past guest oriented immersive cruising on Arcadia and Aurora
Discovery-led itineraries and scenic cruising opportunities on Oriana
A Malta Mediterranean fly-cruise programme on Oceana combining the best of the Mediterranean.

 
Pre-registration opens on September 4 and the programme will go on sale to Top Tier Peninsular Club members from September 11 and on general
sale from September 12, 2017. Prices start from £199 per person for a two night cruise from Southampton. Lead in price for a seven night Fjords
cruise on Ventura on May 5, 2019, N910 is £649 per person, leaving from Southampton ports of call include Stavanger, Olden, cruise in Innikfjorden,
cruise in Nordfjord, Alesund, Bergen and Southampton.
In addition, past guests booking a Select Price 2019 summer cruise by November 30, 2017 will receive a 5% discount.
 
P&O Cruises SVP Paul Ludlow said "I don't believe there is another cruise line or indeed travel company which offers this breadth of holiday choice
with exhilarating, memorable celebrity trips. From the great sights across the globe to intimate one-off dining experiences, the world's best sporting
events or simply a hidden cove in the sun, it is an unparalleled choice."
 
Theme cruises
Whether guests are fans of Strictly Come Dancing, Formula One or simply fabulous food, there will be some very special experiences for them on
board.

Strictly Come Dancing: unique to P&O Cruises, each Strictly Come Dancing holiday features all the pizzazz of the TV show with
professional dancers captivating guests with incredible, show-stopping routines. They also offer up close and personal interviews on board as
well as photo and meet and greet opportunities. Dates to be announced in due course.

Formula One Monaco Grand Prix: One of the most high profile and glamorous races on the Formula One calendar. It is also one of the
most demanding tracks in F1 , as it snakes its way through the narrow streets of Monaco. Guests can watch their favourite drivers go head
to head at speeds of close to 200mph from trackside seats . Available on Oceana's 14-night Central Mediterranean cruise round trip from
Valletta departing May 16.

Food Heroes: P&O Cruises Food Heroes will once again take to the high seas to serve up some of the finest gourmet experiences to be had
on land or water. The Food Heroes cruises are headlined by some of the brightest lights in the British culinary scene and are a fabulous
opportunity for anyone with an interest in food to meet their own food hero, whether it is James Martin, Marco Pierre White, Olly Smith, Atul
Kochhar or Eric Lanlard. Each cruise features masterclasses, book signings, Q&As and private dining with exclusive hosted dinners. There
are also opportunities to join the chefs on one of their carefully crafted gastronomic shore excursions in handpicked ports of call. Dates to be
announced in due course.

Western Mediterranean
The Western Mediterranean continues to be a mainstay of the P&O Cruises summer programme, with a variety of itineraries and durations designed
to appeal to everyone. Six ships will operate 19 cruises round-trip from Southampton. Azura, Britannia and Ventura will deliver the classic 14-night
itinerary visiting headline destinations in the region, including Rome (from Civitavecchia), Florence & Pisa (from Livorno or La Spezia), Barcelona and
Monte Carlo. Oriana and Aurora itineraries will appeal to past guests with longer discovery cruises and calls to smaller and lesser frequented
destinations. Highlights include Sorrento, Propriano, Olbia and Calvi.
 
Central Mediterranean
The Central Mediterranean has long been a popular P&O Cruises itinerary as it includes the iconic architecture of Venice and Dubrovnik in the
Adriatic, and Athens (from Piraeus) in the Aegean. In 2019, P&O Cruises will operate five itineraries to this region on three ships -  Azura, Arcadia and
Oriana. All itineraries are 19 nights and are designed to give guests a well-paced experience with a mix of highlight ports of call and relaxing days at
sea. Azura will operate the only Aegean itinerary in September, including calls to Athens (from Piraeus), Mykonos and Santorini. Arcadia and Oriana
will both operate the classic Adriatic itinerary, with all cruises featuring Venice and Dubrovnik, as well as calls to Corfu, Split and Messina.
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As in previous years, P&O Cruises will provide guests with the opportunity to visit some of the very best cities on the Baltic Sea. Azura, Britannia,
Arcadia and Aurora will all operate the classic 14-night itinerary from Southampton including a two-day call in St Petersburg. In addition, all cruises will
feature calls to Stockholm, Copenhagen and Tallinn, offering guests the most popular destinations in the region.
 
Arcadia and Aurora will each operate a longer 16-night cruise, designed to balance some of the key destinations as well as lesser frequented ports of
call. Both cruises feature the overnight in St Petersburg, but also offer calls to Klaipėda, Visby and Gdynia, while Arcadia will offer a maiden call to
Fredericia in Denmark.
 
Norway Fjords and North Cape
The Norwegian Fjords continue to be one of the most popular itineraries, especially with those new to cruise. In 2019, seven-night cruises will be on
Britannia, Azura and Ventura, and will run throughout the season from April to September. The programme has been designed around delivering the
best possible Norway Fjords experience and includes a wealth of scenic cruising including one or both of the deep fjords, Flåm and Olden, or a call to
the Norwegian town of Ålesund. All cruises feature calls to Stavanger and Bergen on the way to and from the fjords themselves.

Arcadia and Aurora will continue to offer a more immersive 12-night experience with plenty of ports and scenic cruising, including calls to Olden and
Flåm as well as Geiranger, Skjolden and Eidfjord. Oriana will offer a unique 18-night Discovery cruise to the very top of Norway and beyond, including
a sail-by of the North Cape followed by a call and scenic cruising in Longyearbyen in Svalbard. The cruise will also offer calls to Leknes and
Honningsvåg.

Iceland
P&O Cruises will continue to visit this spectacular destination in 2019 with three cruises throughout June and July. The key destination is Reykjavik,
and both Ventura and Arcadia will offer an overnight stay here, as well as calls to Akureyri and Isafjördur. Arcadia travels to Iceland via the Norwegian
Fjords, whilst Ventura includes a call to Tórshavn in the Faroe Islands, plus calls to Scotland and Northern Ireland. Oriana also offers calls to the
headline Iceland destinations of Reykjavik, Akureyri and Isafjördur, and complements these with calls to Tórshavn, and Killybegs in the Republic of
Ireland.
Atlantic Islands
The Canary Islands are a mainstay of the summer programme, delivering relaxation and sunshine in durations ranging from 11 to 16 nights. All
itineraries include a strong mix of popular destinations including Madeira, Lanzarote, Gran Canaria or Tenerife.

Azura, Britannia and Ventura will cruise the classic Atlantic Islands itinerary in either 11, 12 13 or 14 nights, including calls to Madeira on the way to the
Canary Islands, and either La Coruña or Lisbon on the return leg.

Oriana and Aurora will offer longer duration cruises of 16 nights, delivering either an immersive Atlantic Island experience including an overnight in
Madeira, or a more expansive itinerary that includes two calls to the Azores, Ponta Delgada and Praia da Vitória.

Atlantic Coast
The Iberian coast and the south of Spain offer a wealth of mainstream and discovery ports to appeal to past guests and newcomers alike. Azura,
Ventura and Oriana will all operate a 12- or 13-night Iberian cruise stretching to southern Spain, with Azura travelling as far into the Mediterranean as
Valencia. All cruises also offer calls to Cartagena and Gibraltar, as well as either Lisbon or La Coruña. Oriana will also operate a longer 16-night cruise
which calls into three Balearic Islands: Mallorca, Menorca and Ibiza.
 
British Isles
Oriana will offer a holiday experience a little closer to home in 2019, with a 13-night British Isles cruises in June. Oriana's cruise will offer calls to
Scotland and Ireland, including Glasgow (from Greenock), Lerwick, Cork (from Cobh), Dublin and Killybegs, as well as stretching beyond the British
Isles to Tórshavn in the Faroe Islands.

Canada/North America
P&O Cruises will once again provide guests with the opportunity to witness one of the most iconic seasonal changes in the world; the autumn colours
of Canada/New England. Aurora and Arcadia will each operate a cruise in September 2019, with Arcadia offering a new immersive 24-night Canadian
itinerary, including an overnight in Quebec. Meanwhile, Aurora will offer a longer 30-night itinerary with a series of Canadian calls followed by three full
days in New York.
 
Arabian Gulf
The Arabian Gulf is a new and exciting destination for P&O Cruises and is the first new programme since the introduction of fly-Med in 2014. As part of
the planning for summer 2019, four new extended repositioning cruises will be added to the programme, combining the unique Arabian Gulf
positioning from Dubai to Malta cruise via the Suez Canal, with the start of Oceana's Med fly-cruise programme.

No-fly Caribbean
P&O Cruises range of long Caribbean cruises in the winter provide guests with the opportunity for complete relaxation without the need for a long-haul
flight. Embarking in Southampton, Arcadia will operate the first of these winter cruises, departing at the end of October for 28 nights, and offering a
selection of the very best Caribbean islands.
 
Mediterranean fly-cruise programme
Departing weekly from Malta, Oceana will once again deliver a Mediterranean fly-cruise programme, offering a choice of Western, Central and Eastern
Mediterranean itineraries throughout the season and offering calls to the very best that the Mediterranean has to offer. The Central Mediterranean
itineraries will continue to feature the headline destinations of Venice and Dubrovnik, as well as calls to other Adriatic ports such as Zadar, Hvar, Kotor
and Split. The Eastern Mediterranean itineraries will offer a wealth of Greek destinations, including Athens (from Piraeus), Katakolon and Heraklion, as
well as a call to Sarandë in Albania. The Western Mediterranean itineraries will all offer two headline Italian ports, either a combination of Rome (from
Civitavecchia), Florence/Pisa (from Livorno) or Naples. There are also calls to the French Riviera or Sardinia and Corsica across the programme.



Short breaks
Short cruises are a staple of the P&O Cruises programme throughout the year, providing guests with an opportunity for a short getaway or celebration.
The majority of short breaks are Bruges (from Zeebrugge) and St Peter Port in Guernsey, which feature across the two, three and four night durations.
In addition, Azura will offer a four night cruise in March to Amsterdam, including two full days in port.
 
More evening and overnight calls
To allow guests to experience the vibrant nightlife in a destination, P&O Cruises is offering evening calls in 15 ports and overnights in nine popular
destinations including Amsterdam, Boston, Dubai, Madeira, New York, Quebec, Reykjavik, Rotterdam and St Petersburg.
 
Maiden calls
Le Verdon (for Bordeaux), France; Fredericia, Denmark.
 
For more information or to book call P&O Cruises on 0843 374 0111, visit www.pocruises.co.uk or visit your local travel agent.
 

-Ends-
 
About P&O Cruises
P&O Cruises has a fleet of eight ships offering holidays tailored to British tastes combining genuine service, a sense of occasion and attention to
detail, ensuring passengers have the holiday of a lifetime, every time. Britannia, a design-led 141,000 ton ship, was named by HM The Queen on
March 10, 2015. A new 180,000 ton LNG-powered ship is on order for delivery in 2020.
 
For further press information please contact:
Michele Andjel, michele.andjel@carnivalukgroup.com 023 8065 6653 / 07730 732 072
Jenny Hadley, jenny.hadley@pocruises.com  023 8065 6650 / 07825 120 088
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