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SOUTHAMPTON, England, May 7, 2015 /PRNewswire/ -- Relatives of those who died and survived the sinking of Lusitania 100 years ago to the day
were among those who gathered at the ship's rail aboard Cunard's Queen Victoria in the early hours of Thursday 7 May as the ship paused over the
site of the wreck, off the Old Head of Kinsale near Cobh in Ireland.

Four wreaths were cast into the sea at a moving ceremony on board before dawn to mark the 1,195 lives that were lost.

Other relatives clutched fresh flowers, ready to throw them into the sea in memory of family members lost or damaged by the sinking. Queen Victoria
then added her own tribute to those who perished by sounding a blast on the ship's whistle or foghorn.

Cunard's Queen Victoria arrived in Cobh this morning to pay tribute to the loss of Lusitania 100 years on, and to participate in commemorations for
the 100th anniversary of the loss of the line's flagship, Lusitania, on 7 May 1915.

A new memorial was unveiled at the Old Church Cemetery in Cobh, Ireland to name all of Lusitania's victims buried at the site, including those lying
unrecognised in the mass graves, which took place today to mark the sinking of the line's flagship Lusitania in a tragedy that changed the rules of
engagement at sea.

At the Old Church Cemetery, wreaths were laid by John Mullins, Chairman of the Port of Cork; David Dingle, Chairman of Cunard; Councillor Alan
Coleman, Mayor of County Cork; and Commodore of the Cunard fleet and master of Cunard's Queen Victoria.

Later in the day, a moving memorial service was led by Irish President Michael D. Higgins who arrived with a full naval service guard of honour to lead
a service to mark the loss of the Lusitania exactly 100 years ago.

British Ambassador Dominick Chilcott, US Ambassador Kevin O'Malley and German embassy Charge d'Affaires Wolfram von Heynitz also attended
the service.

Blasts on Queen Victoria's ship's whistle marked the time exactly 100 years before when Lusitania was hit (2.10pm) and when the ship sank just 18
minutes later (2.28pm).

Music interspersed readings given by John Mullins, Chairman of the Port of Cork, and David Dingle, Chairman of Cunard.

A moving survivor's account of the disaster was read by Commodore of the Cunard Fleet Christopher Rynd, before wreaths were laid at the poignant
Lusitania Peace Monument in the town square.

Four glass memorial walls were also unveiled today in the churchyard above the town of Cobh, Ireland, where many of those who lost their lives in the
Lusitania disaster exactly 100 years ago lie buried in mass graves.

For more information about Cunard and to book a voyage, contact your Travel Consultant, call Cunard toll-free at 1-800-728-6273, or go to
www.cunard.com.

About Cunard Line
Cunard Line, operator of the luxury ocean liners Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth, has long been synonymous with the quest for
new discoveries and the epitome of British refinement since the company's first paddle-wheeled steamer, Britannia, crossed the Atlantic in 1840.
Cunard voyages bring together like-minded travellers who seek a civilised adventure and relish the Cunard hallmarks of impeccable White Star
Service, gourmet dining and world-class entertainment. Today, Cunard offers the only regularly scheduled Transatlantic liner service and continues the
legacy of world cruising which it began in 1922.

World's Leading Cruise Lines
Cunard is a proud member of World's Leading Cruise Lines. Our exclusive alliance also includes Carnival Cruise Lines, Holland America Line,
Princess Cruises, Costa Cruises and Seabourn. Sharing a passion to please each guest and a commitment to quality and value, World's Leading
Cruise Lines inspires people to discover their best vacation experience. Together, we offer a variety of exciting and enriching cruise vacations to the
world's most desirable destinations. Visit us at www.worldsleadingcruiselines.com.

Cunard is also here:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cunard
YouTube: www.youtube.com/wearecunard
Blog: www.WeAreCunard.com
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/cunard
Twitter: www.twitter.com/cunardline

Cunard photography is available online at www.cunardimages.com
Login ID: press
Password: guyonda

http://www.cunard.com/
http://www.cunard.com/ships/queen-victoria
http://www.cunard.com/
http://www.worldsleadingcruiselines.com/
http://www.facebook.com/cunard
http://www.youtube.com/wearecunard
http://www.wearecunard.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cunard
http://www.twitter.com/cunardline
http://www.cunardimages.com/


For additional information about Cunard, contact:
Jackie Chase, Cunard Line, 661-753-1035, jchase@cunard.com
Cindy Adams, MGA Media Group, 917-282-2464, cindy@mgamediagroup.com
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